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United States Senate
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Dear Senator Helms:
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-

Thank you for your letter dated November 13, 1997, on behalf of your constituent,
Mayor Charles L. Managers, Village of Pinehurst, North Carolina, concerning the placement
and construction of facilities for the provision of personal wireless services and radio and
television broadcast services in his community. Your constituent's letter refers to issues being
conside ed in three proceedings that are pending before the Commission. In MM Docket No.
97-182 the Commission has sought comments on a Petition for Further Notice Of Proposed
Rule Making filed by the National Association for Broadcasters and the Association for
Maximum Service Television. In this proceeding, the petitioners ask the Commission to
adopt a rule limiting the exercise of State and local zoning authority with respect to broadcast
transmission facilities in order to facilitate the rapid build-out of digital television facilities, as
required by the Commission's rules to fulfill Congress' mandate. In WT Docket No. 97-192,
the Commission has sought comment on proposed procedures for reviewing requests for relief
from State and local regulations that are alleged to impermissibly regulate the siting of
personal wireless service facilities based on the environmental effects of radio frequency
emissions, and related matters. Finally, in DA 96-2140 and FCC 97-264, the Commission
twice sought comments on a Petition for Declaratory Ruling filed by the Cellular
Telecommunications Industry Association seeking relief from certain State and local moratoria
that have been imposed on the siting of commercial mobile radio service facilities.

Because all of these proceedings are still pending, we cannot comment on the merits
of the issues at this time. However, I can assure you that the Commission is committed to
providing a full opportunity for all interested parties to participate. The Commission has
formally sought public comment in all three proceedings and, as a result, has received
numerous comments from State and local governments, service providers, and the public at
large. Your letter and your constituent's letter, as well as this response, will be placed in the
record of all three proceedings and will be given full consideration.
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The Honorable Jesse Helms 2.

Further information regarding the Commission's policies toward personal wireless
service facilities siting, including many of the comments in the two proceedings involving
personal wireless service facilities, is available on the Commission's internet site at http://
www.fcc.gov!wtb!siting.

Thank you for your inquiry.

:;;::~
ctavid L. Furth

Chief, Commercial Wireless Division
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau



JESSE HELMS
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tlnittd ~tatts ~mQtt
WASHINGTON, UC~ii~1 .

November 13. 1997

. ---._- - ResPectfully retCrred to:

JamcsGreon
Federal Comnumieations Committee
Room 808
1919 M Stree~ NW
Washington. D.C. 20554

-

Because of the desire of this office to be respooaive to all inquires and communicatioal, your
consideration of the att8Ched is requested. Your ftndinp and views. in duplicate form. Ilona
with return ofthe enclosure, wtJi be appreciated by

..~~
SEHECMS. U.S.S.

Please direct to the auemiorl of:

MaubewRupp
Office ofSCDItDr1_ Helma
403 Dirksen Office BuiIdiDa
Wuhington, D.C. 20510
(202) 224-6342
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RMWDI Towers; The FCC's proposed rule on radio and TV towers is as bad: It sets aD
......................_. ::rtiticial-limi&-of.U-te.~ ..,..~ &Q..3CtAR :!DJ.1ecal pe!'!!'it (~~t!I.~.lld.i~

pcrmil, zoniq or Olber). AIry permit request is automalicaJlv d;emed mnted if the municipality docsn'l
act in this timeframe, even iftbc applic:atioa is iacomplete or cleady y;oIafa local law. AMlhefCC's
propoecd rule would prew:nt municipalities from considering tbc impactS such towers have oa property

-_.- -_.- --_.•. --.~the~or~ic!.E~saf«y~j~...,('.R.'J.tlw!lWP.J'rictden~'heFCr.'Andal1
appeals ofzoning and permil denials would go 10 the FCC. not to the local courts.

This proposal is astOUlldin& wIIeIl·bI'OIdcast towers ale some of the tallest stftICtIIIa bownlO
man - nver 2,000 fel!t tan, taller than the Empre~ Buildins. The FCC claims these chall@lllS ale

needed 10 allow TV statioas to switeb to Hip Defillitioa TdcYisioa-quiddy. But""" Wall Shwt JOfmftti
and trade mapziDes state there is no way tile FCC aod bro8dcasten will meet lhe aurent schcdu1c
anyway. SO there is no need 10 vioIa&e1be ri&btl of1ll1lllicip&lit and their residents just 10 meet an
anificiaJ dl:adIiae.

These actioa rep...... a,.,......."'the FCC-to......·tbc¥edllnl Zoaiaa-Comislion for
ceUuIIr towers aadbraIlbst towen. 1'IeJ vioIiIe die iIdeaI oreonar-. die CoastilutiOa aDd priacipla
ofFcderaIisID. Ibis is IlUUcalarly·tnIep.lhIt the -FCC isa·sia&Ie purpoec alCftC1. with 110 zoning
expatise, tblIt De'Wlr saw a tQWa it didD't lib.

Please do tine thinp __the FGC: F".,., Mite 11ft'FCC~Willillll~at
FCC Coaani........ s.... Nell. Harold~MichMl Powell_Gloria TiiIIIai teIIi..
tbaa to SlOp this iaInIIiaftOIIlac:1l· ...., iac-.wr 111-1111. MM DodIa 9'7-112..DA·96-
2140; .... joia ill die '"Dar 0lI LctW" CIIIieady beiDa prcpInld to ID to the FCC I'roaa ....,
members ofCGIIp'eIE aad !bini.~ IIiJ dIIt by eoaar- to pat the·FCC • ..,.. to act. a
..F....~_~~~.~~~.

The foIIDwi..people .............CIip*R are&miu.~ tIIe-FCC·• .,."..,.
rules aad ....idpdities. aIIjed_ to t-.: BIllie T tbe NIliauI Lcape ofem.. m~26-
3194;'Ei1eeft H1igInI. the NIIionIl A-a....Gf~.,tloil_......OIIaenad AdriIan, 793­
S<J6.3275; Rcbat ,op. the NIliaMI~i'"orc:ouaae.. lOZ-393-6l2b; K.ma MCCIftyar me
U.S. COIIfaeaceof~ 201-193-7310; ..a.,I Mayllll'd-ll tbeAIMric:aD PIaBaiaI ABCiadon,.
202-&72-0611. Feel fnle to call .... ifJOllIIaw:~

cc: See M'. hot ....



Seaator John McCain

Washington. DC 20S1~303

Senator Conrad Buns
137 SOOB ... - _.--.
Washingtoa, DC 2051().2603

Seaator Kay Bailey Hutchison
!!3 SROB
WasbiDglon. DC 20510-4304

SenItor Slade GoItoa
n~SHOB

WaIhiD&Ioa. DC 2051()..1701

Sc:aItor DiamIe Fei.....
~Jl SHC)8 ••.. _. •__ . •. ' _..

WIShi....... DC 20'1Q.05CM

~ Tom BIiIey
2409RHOB
WashiJl&toa. DC 2051s-4607

R.epeseullliw SJ. TaaziII
2183 RHOS
WlShin..... DC 20515-1103

R.epc.dMiw: Edward J. MIdrcJ
2133 RHOB •
WashiD.... DC 20515-2101

RqlI..-nc Jolla D. DiDpII
2321RHOB
Wash"'.... DC 10515-2216

RqlI..-nc BclbOJo...
123CHOB
Washi..-. DC2051~

RejAesentlltive James MoraD
........... 'I ~ ...........

l~l" 1..l1VD

Washington. DC 20515-4608

141CUIOO

Rqnseatative Joe Bartoo
2264 P.HOB
WashUtsroa. DC 20'154306

Ms 8Irrie TIIliD
L.-;'.....~'e C-"U1!!d
N.uo.& LapolCi_
130) Pei ,Mnia Aw. NW. 6* FIaar
W DC20004

MI. EiieeD Hqpn:I
EJIlcaIiw Dinlctor
MATOA
1650""'" BaaIevml SuitIl200
MclaD, VA 22101·391'

Mr..R*rl FcwlI
N..... AsIociIl" oleo.del
440 1'"..sa.. NW. a* Pte.
W_....·DC20001

Mr.·KMa McCarty
..__ EXKlIIiYeDinlcIar

U.s. c., auolMa,als
1620 E,. SInieI. .* 'f1aor
W..w _ •DC 20006

MI. a.tJ Ma,...
Gutw· • AIIdIa CoorcI.-.
A-aaJltl8lliJlaA..­
w.......DC 20036


